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After a big year we pause to take a breath, enjoy some 
well deserved rest, then prepare for the new year.

We wish you a safe and happy festive season and look 
forward to seeing you in 2018.

It’s all about STEaM baby
There is a lot happening about STEM in schools at the moment and we are 
very pleased to be involved in several STEM upgrades.

At face value, STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths. 

Although it seems simple at first glance, it is much more than simply 
clustering these disciplines together; it’s about cross discipline integration 
and new ways of thinking. 

Since its inception the term has been steadily expanded to STEaM 
(including Arts), STEaMr (including reading) and even ESTEMHADeki, 
including humanities, entrepreneurship, design and challenge!

The focus on STEM has arisen as a response both to new opportunities 
and to challenges springing up from the dramatic evolution of information 
technology over recent decades.

Revolutionary changes in technology and artificial intelligence are 
completely re-defining the nature of work; it has been said that 65% of 
children entering primary school today will be employed in jobs that do not 
yet exist. 

There has been an enormous amount of work over the last 10-15 years 
on developing new educational strategies or pedagogies to meet these 
challenges. Concurrently, there have been exciting investigations and 
developments into how educational environments can best support 
evolving pedagogies.

Contemporary innovative learning environments go well beyond the 
traditional. While there is undoubtedly still an important role to be 
played by conventional classrooms, they need to be supplemented by 
interconnecting spaces that offer a rich variety of environments that can 
facilitate a wide range of learning activities.

The solution for each school is unique to its context, relating both to the 
particular physical environment and to the pedagogical framework of the 
school. It is an exciting and challenging field of work that brings many 
rewards.

Seymour Innovation & Learning CentreSt Peter’s Girls’ Middle School

Playford International College

Seymour Middle SchoolSitenotes
quarter 4

, 20
17

sw
anburypenglase.com

https://www.facebook.com/swanburypenglase
http://instagram.com/swanbury_penglase
https://twitter.com/SwanPenArch


Name: Taylor Angel

Position: Graduate of Architecture 

Current projects: St Dominic’s Priory College 
New Year 12 Centre, Hove Catholic Primary 
School, Servite College

What inspires you? Working towards the 
next travel destination

Staff Notes

This quarter we have plenty of activity to complement our workload,  
firstly to segue into output:

Architect Marty Frost and his partner Jess announced the arrival of Gideon 
Gordon on 1st November weighing in at 3.7kg, Mum and Dad are doing well 
and adjusting to life with a newborn. Next up Associate Nick Grbin and his 
wife Jess welcomed their second son Edward Charlie, weighing in at 4kg. 
A little brother for Jack, the family is adjusting well and enjoying their new 
addition.

Now, it’s been a long time coming (15 years!!) but a big congratulations to 
Senior Associate Witold Generowicz who tied the knot with his partner 
Hero in October. We hear it was a spectacular day!!

Whilst the office has been very busy there has also been time for a few 
people to head off into the big wide world for a little break. Landscape 
Architects Marguerite Bartolo and Lana Greer headed to New York City to 
celebrate Marguerite’s 30th birthday in October. Continuing the birthday 
celebration trend, Architect Samantha Decena headed off to Europe 
cycling through France, Italy and Spain. She also managed to catch a Dutch 
football match; it sounds like she had a fantastic time. Eric Swanbury 
headed off to cruise the Irrawaddy in Myanmar (formally Burma), an eye 
opening trip through an interesting country with a highlight being the hot 
air balloon ride over the pagodas in Bagan. And lastly, Graduate Architect 
Cameron Keene has recently returned from wandering around Cambodia 
and Vietnam, a great trip indeed.

The Design Institute of Australia (DIA) SA/NT Awards were held on 
November 25th and we were excited to receive a Silver Award for ‘Scrub 
& Serenity’ in the Built Environment Category. The beach house at Port 
Willunga was described by the jury as “An impressively consistent design, 
Scrub and Serenity demonstrated what can be achieved with a restrained 
palette”. Well done to all involved, including Director Elizabeth Swanbury 
and Senior Associate Felicity Hope who sat on Education (Chair) and 
Hospitality juries respectively.

The AILA 2017 International Festival of Landscape Architecture 
Conference ‘The 3rd City’ in Sydney was attended by our Landscape 
team in October. The theme explored “post-industrial urbanisation to ask 
what is necessary and what is possible for future cities, their people, their 
ecologies, their territories and spaces.” It sounds like it was a somewhat 
eye opening conference.

In November Associate Director & Heritage Architect Andrew Klenke 
along with Senior Associate & Interior Designer Felicity Hope’s work 
was rewarded with a Civic Trust Award for the Queen Adelaide Room 
at the Adelaide Town Hall. Andrew also added to his heritage arsenal of 
knowledge by attending the Regenerating Places of Faith Conference in 
Adelaide this October. Discussion focussed on how historic buildings might 
continue to be used to bring life to local communities.

Have a safe and relaxing holiday season, and we will join you again in the 
Mad March issue!
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Balloons over Bagan

Design idol: Carlo Scarpa

Fav building: 9/11 Museum in New York. 
Powerful experience

Design you wished you could take credit 
for: Anything famous

Pencil vs computer (your preference): 
Computer

Fav eatery: Sabai Cafe

Most treasured possession: My hat

Best thing about living in Adelaide: You’re 
never far from anything or anyone

Fantasy (or next) holiday destination: 
Europe, sometime in the next couple of 
years

First favourite song as a kid: I’m Blue – 
Eiffel 65, it’s a classic

Currently Listening to: Bloc Party

Motto in life: life’s short

Superpower (if you could have one): Being 
able to fly or owning a money tree

Growing up you thought you would be? 
An engineer, until I realised maths was 
involved...

Memorable SPA (by this I mean Swanbury 
Penglase) moment:  
The 2016 Christmas Party

Edward Charlie Grbin

Re-Imagining  
Childhood conference

Kon and Witold had the privilege 
of attending the Re-Imagining 
Childhood conference in Adelaide 
in November. The conference built 
on the work of Carla Rinaldi as 
the Thinker in Residence 2012-
2013. The conference focussed 
on developments in thinking on 
early childhood education and 
implementation in South Australia 
of the Reggio Emilia approach. 
It featured speakers from Italy, 
Britain, Sweden and Australia and 
was both valuable and inspiring.
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